
Outdoor Patio – Private Property 
Portable Heating Appliances

Your portable heating appliance 
must:

•	 Be certified by CSA/ULC

•	 Meet the requirements of TSSA Act 2000

•	 Be designed for outdoor use only

•	 Have an anti-tilt feature that automatically 
shuts off the heater

•	 Be free-standing, with a minimum height of 
160 cm (65 in)

•	 Table top heating appliances are not permitted

Do install your portable heating 
appliance:

•	 On a non-combustible solid surface (i.e. not 
on grass or uneven sidewalk)

•	 Out of the wind. Wind negatively impacts 
efficiency and can create a hazard if the unit 
is blown over

•	 Provide a clear space to combustible items  
in accordance with manufacturer’s 
instructions but never less than 1 m (3 ft) to 
the heat source

Do not install your portable 
heating appliance:

•	 Under fire escapes

•	 Within a means of egress or adjacent  
to an exit

•	 Underneath a combustible structure (i.e. 
canopies, awnings, tents, wood framework)

•	 Adjacent to or otherwise obstructing 
firefighting equipment like fire hydrants or 
Siamese connections

•	 Near or attached to trees, utilities or other 
street elements

Fueled Heating Appliances:

If you choose to use a propane or other fueled 
heating appliance, please closely follow these 
specific safety guidelines:

•	 Do not store the unit indoors

•	 Keep a maximum of one day’s supply of 
propane on site

•	 The maximum allowable propane tank size is 
a single 9 kg (20 lb) tank (approximately 10 
hours of operation)

•	 Do not move portable heater while the flame 
is open. Ensure the gas supply is properly shut 
off and the unit is cool before relocating

•	 Follow all manufacturer safety requirements 
for the safe transportation, operation and 
storage of fuel
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